Name: ___________________________________________

Period: _______________

English 10 Research Paper
You will write an original two to three page paper that explores one of the topics generated from our readings of The
Odyssey by Homer and Macbeth by William Shakespeare, and you will present your research in a five-minute oral
presentation during finals week. (More on the presentation later.) Emphasis will be placed on format, structure, and
content; special emphasis will be placed on citing sources correctly.
Objective: You will be able to formulate a specific research question or problem and answer it by breaking it down into
smaller parts, locating sources for information, and synthesizing the information into an original product. You will also be
able to present your findings both in a properly formatted research paper and in an oral report.
The Odyssey – General Topics
Weapons and warfare in ancient Greece
Athletic competition in ancient Greece
Gods and goddesses (choose one)
Ships and travel in ancient Greece
Domestic life in ancient Greece
Cities of ancient Greece (choose one)

The Tragedy of Macbeth – General Topics
Elizabethan theatre
Witches, witchlore, and witchcraft in Europe
Kings and noblemen in medieval Scotland
Superstitions surrounding “The Scottish Play”
Ideas about kingship and inheritance during the Renaissance (for
example, The Great Chain of Being and The Divine Right of Kings)

Timeline (subject to change):
Tuesday, 1/4: Research question and notes on one online source due at the end of class
Friday, 1/7: Notes on all five sources due at the beginning of class
Monday, 1/10: Outline due at the end of class
Wednesday, 1/12: Rough draft and Works Cited page due
Friday, 1/14: Final draft due, to be turned in with rough draft, this handout, and all supporting materials, including notes
Tuesday, 1/18 & 1st semester final (Friday, 1/21): Presentations and evaluations
Sources: Your paper must cite at least five sources, including one book, one reference book (from the reference area of
the library), one periodical (magazine, journal, or newspaper article), and one website.
Requirements and Rubric:
1. Format (____/25 points)
 Paper is properly formatted according to MLA standards (one-inch margins, header, centered title, double-spaced,
12-point font, etc.)
 Works Cited page is complete and properly formatted
2. Structure (____/25 points)
 An introductory paragraph that introduces the topic, captures the reader’s attention, and contains a strong thesis
statement that answers your research question
 A topic sentence for each body paragraph that relates back to your thesis statement (no random paragraphs!)
 A concluding paragraph that uses fresh language to reiterate thesis AND make connections to broader topics.
3. Content (____/25 points)
 Each body paragraph has 3-4 specific examples that directly relate to the topic sentence
 Each body paragraph has at least 1 quote from or paraphrase of an outside source with correct parenthetical citations.
4. Citations (____/15 points)
 There is a properly formatted and punctuated parenthetical citation (first words from Works Cited page; no comma
inside the parentheses; period is after the parentheses) for each fact (N.B.: Whether you paraphrase or quote,
failure to cite sources will result in a 0 with no possibility of rewriting.)
5. Mechanics (____/10 points)
 Correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation
 Proper sentence structure with sentences of varied lengths and types; at least three complex sentences
 Academic language – no slang, clichés, or use of "I", "me", "you", or other 1st and 2nd person pronouns
Total points: _____/100

